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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Shrinath Malur on 13 December 2005. 

Claim 10 should be amended to read as follows: 

The data processing system of claim 1, wherein the first copy manager 
and the second copy managers are asynchronous copy managers, and the first storage 
subsystem and the second storage subsystems are provided in remote locations from 
each other. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The three information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 24 October 
2005, 22 September 2005, and 2 December 2005 were fully considered by the 
Examiner. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1,5-10 and 12-20 are allowed. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 
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As for claim 1, West et al., hereinafter West (US Patent 6,6446,175 B1) discloses 
a data processing system, comprising: 

a first storage system (column 5, lines 43-44; primary computer system, 
Figure 1 element 102) including a first host (column 5, lines 57-58; host system, Figure 
1, element 108) has a first storage subsystem (column 6, lines 59-60; primary storage 
medium, Figure 1 , element 112), wherein the first host having access to a first copy 
manager (column 6, lines 1-2; primary storage controller, Figure 1 , element 110), the 
first copy manager being operable to manage a data replication operation, and the first 
storage subsystem is a disk array device including a first storage controller and first 
disk devices (column 6, lines 47-51, the secondary system is used to receive data from 
the primary storage controller) - Fig. 1 depicts the first subsystem comprising an array 
of disks (element 112) and a controller (element 110); 

a second storage system (column 6, lines 32; secondary computer 
system, Figure 1 element 104) including a second host (column 6, line 46; remote host 
system, Figure 1, element 128) and a second storage subsystem (column 6, line 42; 
secondary storage medium, Figure 1, element 126), wherein the second host has 
access to a second copy manager (column 6, lines 1-2; secondary storage controller, 
Figure 1 , element 1 16), the second copy manager being operable to manage a data 
replication operation, and the second storage subsystem is a disk array device 
including a second storage controller and second disk devices - Fig. 1 depicts the 
second subsystem comprising an array of disks (element 126) and a controller 
(element 116); Note in column 6, lines 54-57 West et al.'s discloses the utilization of a 
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link to facilitate the transfer of commands and requests from the primary storage 
controller to the secondary storage controller. The two controllers themselves are 
being utilized to send and receive the data during replication hence they are 
responsible for overseeing these operations. 

a first communication link (column 6, lines 53-54; Figure 1, element 118) 
coupling the first storage system and the second storage system to exchange 
management information between the first and second storage systems to manage the 
data replication operation, the management information including first control 
information transmitted from the first host to the second host (column 6, lines 54-57, 
the link facilitates the transfer of commands and requests from the storage controller); 
and a data transfer path coupling the first storage subsystem and the 
second storage subsystem (column 6, lines 53-54; Figure 1, element 119), which 
is configured to transfer data stored in the first storage subsystem to the second 
storage subsystem and replicate the data of the first storage subsystem in the 
second storage subsystem, the data transfer path being different from the first 
communication link (column 6, lines 59-65, link 1 1 9 is used to transfer data to the 
storage controller. Both links can be either uni-directional or bi-directional). 
West however fails to teach the second host as transferring a copy request by 
using the first control information received from the first host through the first 
communication link, wherein the second storage subsystem is configured to receive the 
copy request from the second host, and transmit a data transfer request to the first 
storage subsystem, and wherein the first storage subsystem is configured to transmit 
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data stored in the first storage subsystem to the second storage subsystem via the data 
transfer path upon receiving the data transfer request from the second storage 
subsystem. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Craig E. Walter whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
8154. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30a - 5:00p M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mano Padmanabhan can be reached on (571) 272-4210. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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